
Job Title:                      Surgical Nurse 

JOB SUMMARY 

To assist the Veterinarian in performing routine surgical procedures and ensuring the quality of care for 

the patient before, during, and after their procedure along with upholding strict client communication 

standards.  The Surgical Nurse receives guidance from the Veterinarian performing surgery. 

  

ESSENTIAL DUTIES 

 Performs all duties of Surgical Nurse’s Assistant Level 1-3 

 Admit patients in the morning, taking a proper history and verifying procedure to be 

performed.  Ensure that all patients are up to date on vaccines before admission. 

 Properly identify each patient using name tag collar and cage card 

 Calculate and prepare preop sedation for all pets using their weight / health status and WAH 

Anesthetic Protocol. 

 Assist doctor’s with exams and sedation of all surgery patients. 

 Set up order for surgeries, starting with the most sterile procedure first and working your way 

throughout the day to the least sterile procedure. 

 Calculate dose and prepare safest induction agent for each patient using patient’s weight / 

health status and WAH Anesthetic Protocol. 

 Choose appropriate endotracheal tubes and rebreathing hoses and bags depending on pet’s 

size. 

 Perform pressure check of all anesthesia machines before using. 

 Set up surgery suite with all sterile equipment and instruments needed for each procedure.  Be 

sure to observe strict aeseptic technique. 

 Administer anesthesia, intubate, and closely monitor each patient. 

 Place IV catheter. 

 Administer antibiotics and pain medication, calculating proper dose. 

 Perform “ring block” for all declaw procedures. 

 Perform nail trims, ear cleanings, fluoride treatments, microchipping, etc as indicated for each 

patient. 



 Ensure that all information is accurately recorded on the surgical sheet for each patient. 

 Enter all necessary information in the surgery log 

 Accurately log all controlled drugs. 

 Move patient into surgery suite; postion and secure safely to surgery table. 

 Hook patient up to monitoring equipment and IV fluids(calculating proper flow rate using pet’s 

weight / health status) 

 Perform final surgical scrub to area that has been shaved 

 Monitor pet during procedure and throughout recovery following surgery recovery protocol. 

 Extubate patients when ready. 

 Prepare for next surgery until all procedures are completed. 

 Clean and sterilize all surgical instruments. 

 Enter charges for all procedures performed. 

 Complete post operative instructions for each patient. 

 Prepare medications needed to go home. 

 Maintain all anesthesia machines, autoclaves, monitors, and any other equipment used in 

surgery. 

 Accurately maintain inventory on all surgical supplies. 

 Review sterilization dates on all surgical equipment and re-sterilize as needed. 

 Thoroughly clean surgical suite and prep area daily. 

 Discharge patients with instructions and medications to their owners. 

  

PHYSICAL EFFORT 

The physical demands described here are representative of those that must be met by an employee to 

successfully perform the primary functions of this job.  While performing the duties of this job, the 

employee is frequently required to bend, stand, stoop, and lift heavy objects.  The employee may be 

required to walk or stand for long periods of time.  The employee is often required to lift and carry 

animals weighing fifty pounds or more, and to handle dogs weighing up to 150 pounds. 

  



WORK ENVIRONMENT 

While performing the duties of this job, the employee is exposed to hazards associated with aggressive 

patients; hazards associated with infected animals and controlled substances; exposure to unpleasant 

odors and noises; exposure to bites, scratches, and animal waste; possible exposure to contagious 

diseases. 

  

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS 

Veterinary Technician Certification and at least 3yrs experience. 

 


